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“Magnetic seismoscope” described in a book “Ansei-kenmon-shi”

on Ohsumi’s spectacle shop in Asakusa, where the seismic magnetic phenomena happened—

Yuji Enomoto
Mechanical Engineering Laboratory, 1-2 Namiki, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8564 Japan

Ansei-kenmon-shi published in 1856 noted that about 2 hours before destructive Ansei-Edo
earthquake in 1855, a natural magnetic stone at the Ohsumi's spectacle shop in Asakusa
Edo{Tokyo) dropped some iron nails which had been attached to it. This observation led to the
invention of a magnetic seismoscope for prediction of earthquake occurrence. This story had been
often referred in books of seismology with variety of view points including scientifically
meaningless event or probable scientific event. Such different views are partly due to some
uncertainties of the information in Ansei-kenmon-shi. The present paper highlights the situation

concerned in the event with reference of newly found historical information of Ohsumi's hikifuda
(handbill) and hand-copied Ansei-kenmon-shi in Iwase library.
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