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Aftershock Sequence of the 1923 Kanto Earthquake and Its Influence
on the People’s Life Described in a Diary

Masayuki TAKEMURA

Kobori Research Complex, Kajima Co., 6-5-30 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 107-8502 Japan

Kiyokata Kawai, who lived in Fujinomiya in the Shizuoka prefecture at the occurrence of the
1923 Kanto earthquake, left a diary, in which he had described in detail the shaking of the main
shock and aftershocks and their influence on the people’s life for 4 months after the main shock.
Epicentral distance of Fujinomiya is about 30km. This data is useful to verify the list of the

aftershocks obtained from the results of seismological observations. It is also found from the diary
that various false rumors, which usually announced a big earthquake occurrence, spread every
time after the big aftershocks. It is an interesting phenomenon from the viewpoint of the social

aspects of earthquake.
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Fig.1

location of the epicenter. The other symbols indicate the locations of personal experiences that two or three severe
[ reproduced from Fig.1 of Takemura(1999 ]

strong shakings were felt at the main shock occurrence
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Table 2 Summary of the descriptions of diary by Kiyokata Kawai for aftershocks from Sept.1 to Dec.31,1923 and

the list of aﬂershocks in the same period obtained by Hamada (1999) from the results of sexsmologlca] observations.
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Table 2 (continued)
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Table 2 (continued)
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Table 3 Major events after Sept. 4 listed by Hamada(1999) but not described in the diary by Kiyokata Kawai.
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1] 61]22:36 Kanagawa Prel. 5.0 HE, BIFEE I

Table 4  Events described as strong shaking ones in the diary by Kiyokata Kawai but not listed by Hamada(1999)
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