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Eleventh century eruptions on Jgu island as seen from historical materials:
A preliminary consideration of descriptions of volcanic eruptionsin East Asian classicd histories

Akiyoshi FUJTA
Tenri University  Faculty of International Culture Sudies
1050 Somanouchi, Tenri, Nara, 632-8510 Japan

This paper is a case study of East Asian classical histories of volcanic eruptions. The documents examined are
historical materials concerning two eruptions that took place on the Korean idand of Jgu (Mt.Halla) in 1002 and
1007. The outline of this consideration is as follows. First, an examination is made of fundamental documents such
as the History of Koryo, which is inferred to have had information added when it was edited in the mid-fifteenth
century. Next, as background to these historical materials, the natural philosophy and ideology of East Asia are
researched, and their relation with historical evaluations of the government of Koryo at the time of eruption is
pointed out. Finally, from an examination of reports on these eruptions made from the latter haf of the fifteenth to
thefirst part of the twentieth centuries, it is noted that the basis for specifying the particular locus of eruption within
Jgjuisweak.
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