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Generation process of casualties during the 1923 Kanto earthquake (Part 2)

— Situations of the casualty occurrence in old city of Yokohama—

Takafumi MOROI and Masayuki TAKEMURA

Kobori Research Complex, Kajima Corporation, 6-5-30 Akasaka, Minato-ku,
Tokyo, 107-8502 Japan

During the Kanto earthquake of September 1, 1923, old city of Yokohama suffered from the catastrophic damage.
About 7% of citizen in old Yokohama lost their lives due to building collapses or fires following the earthquake.
This mortality rate was the highest value except about 22% in Honjo-ward of old Tokyo and about 10% in
Kataura-village of Kanagawa Prefecture. Although such a huge mortality level was generated in Yokohama, the
causes of death have not been clearer than that of Honjo and Kataura. In this paper, situations of the casualty
occurrence in Yokohama are investigated for several areas where a large number of deaths occurred. As a result, it
is clarified that most casualties in Yokohama were killed by fires that had spread in a few hours after the
earthquake, and thus the generation process of casualties progressed within shorter time in Yokohama than in
Tokyo.
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