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The memorial of the Ansei Nankai Earthquake Tsunami “Yogoji’in Sakai City
The seal of protection from the God..

Takeshi Nagao
Tennojichominami 3-8-9, Abenoku, Osaka , 545-0002, Japan

In 1854 the Ansei Nankai Earthquake M8.4 which occurred off the Kii Peninsula in the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, hit
Sakai Town and a tsunami was subsequently generated  The memorial “Yogoji’said that people in Sakai fled to large yards
at the shrines As a result they were not injured But they heard that people in other districts fled into boats and were
drowned by the tsunami  There are discrepancies between what is inscribed on the memorial and what are found in other
documents Firstly, the memorial said that people in Sakai did not flee into boats, but fled to the yards at the shrines The
readers of the memorial are apt to judge that people in Sakai learned the lessons of the Hoei Tsunami and did not flee into
boats According to “The History of Sakai City vol.5’, when the Iga Ueno Earthquake occurred, people in Sakai fled to
many places, the seaside, into boats ,to the yards of shrines and temples Secondly, “Yogoji’ said that nobody was injured
from the earthquakes and the tsunami in Sakai According to “The map of the tsunami in Sakai’, it states that the fatalities
were 57 | think that “Yogoji’ is an important historical memorial , but we should not make judgments from a single
document.

Keywords: Ansei, Nankai Earthquake, Tsunami, Sakai .
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Fig. 2 The map of the Tsunami in Sakai in Sensyu. The original is in Sakai City Museum.
This map is a copy owned by Sakai city Center Library. West is at the top and East at the bottom.
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Fig. 3. The copy of ‘“The map of the Tsunami in Sakai in Sensyu’.
The shaded area shows the inundation..

-03-



Fig. 4 The map of Sakai Town in 1863. The original is in the Center Library of Sakai City.
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On this map, West is at the top and East is on the bottom.
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Fig. 6 There are two difficult lines to read

in the inscription.
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Fig 5 The rubbing of the memorial *Yogoji’.
The original is in Sakai City Center Library.
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