24 (2009) 121-128
2008/12/14, 2009/05/26

""Ohira Nendaiki" as a Recording Medium of Natural Phenomena
during the Late 12th to 19th Century in Japan

Megumi ENDO and Masato KOYAMA
Faculty of Education, Shizuoka University
836 Oya, Suruga-ku, Shizuoka 422-8529, Japan

"Ohira Nendaiki" is a chronicle describing the medieval-early modern ages (mainly during the late 12th to 19th century) of
a local village near Numazu, central Japan. The chronicle contains many descriptions of natural phenomena occurred there.
We counted the number of natural phenomena and the number of characters describing each phenomenon in the chronicle
and examined its ability as a recording medium of natural phenomena. The descriptions of the chronicle can be divided into
the early (AD1184-1652) and the late (AD1652-1871) periods. Both the total information and the information about natural
phenomena are generally richer in the late period. Natural phenomena are 45 records (1317 characters) for the early period
and 164 records (5869 characters) for the late period, respectively. They contain 12 records related (or possibly related) to
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, which include the 1707 Hoei eruption of Fuji Volcano and the 1854 Ansei Tokai
earthquake. They also include unique descriptions of the 1402 earthquake and the 1779 rumbling/ash-fall events.

Keywords: Ohira Nendaiki, chronicle, Numazu, medieval, early modern, natural phenomena, earthquake, volcanic eruption
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