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Generation process of casualties during the 1923 Kanto earthquake (Part 4)
-Original documents of Matsuzawa'’s data in Reports of the Imperial Earthquake Investigation Committee-
Takafumi MoRrol and Masayuki TAKEMURA

Kobori Research Complex Inc., 6-5-30 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 107-8502 Japan

Official documents including the reports on damage investigation after the 1923 Kanto earthquake remain as the
administrative documents in Saitama Prefectural Archives. These materials contain statistical data of this great
disaster, such as the number of collapsed or heavily damaged houses, dead or injured persons, damaged civil
structures, and so on. A part of this data was finally adopted for Matsuzawa's document in Report of the Imperial
Earthquake Investigation Committee of 1925, and that has been a fundamental material for the ground motion
prediction and the seismic hazard analysis until today. In this paper, a letter from the Imperial Earthquake
Investigation Committee for the demand of the damage investigation is introduced first, and then the damage
statistics are illustrated utilizing the investigation report from each county or city. These documents suggest that it
must be important to confirm the origin and reliability of data to apply them to all the researches that relate to the
earthquake disaster.

Key words: 1923 Kanto earthquake, Saitama prefecture, Original damage report, Administrative documents,
Saitama Prefectural Archives
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