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Report on the Field Survey for the Memorial Matters from the 1923 Great Kanto Earthquake
at Minami-Ashigara City in Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan

Masayuki TAKEMURA
Disaster Mitigation Research Center, Nagoya Univ., Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601, Japan

Many memorial towers and monuments have been constructed for the heavy toll of life and for the restoration of
villages or cities in Southern Kanto districts. Death claimed a toll of about 105,000 totally from the 1923 Great
Kanto earthquake. These towers and monuments must be forever witnesses to the tragedy of the earthquake
damage and spokesmen for the dying victims’ dying wish “don’t repeat such damages”. However, most of them
have been already forgotten by the citizens. We thought its sacrilege and must use them for the public education
of earthquake disaster prevention. This manuscript is a report on the field survey for the memorial matters from

the Great Kanto Earthquake at Minami-Ashigara City in Kanagawa Prefecture.
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Table 1 Summary of damages for old municipalities
in Minami-Ashigara City area.
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Fig.1 Map of the survey area in Minami-Ashigara City.
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Fig.3 Memorial tower by the road side at Tsukahara
erected for the soul of victims.
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Fig.5 Memorial tower for a killed horse by the
earthquake at Tsukahara-Shrine.
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Fig.6 Memorial Tower for Hayato Shimoda at
Ryufuku-ji Temple in Sekimoto.
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Fig.16 Memorial tower for the recovery from
earthquake damages by the road side in Nuda.
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Fig.25 Memorial Tower for the recovery of
Kita-Ashigawa Village by the road side in
Uchiyama.
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