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Damage to the castle by “Ansei Iga-Ueno Earthquake” focusing on “Iga-Ueno Castle”

Yukiteru Bonno

Suzuka Regional Disaster Prevention and General Affairs Office, Mie Prefectural Government,
5-117, Nishijo, Suzuka, Mie, 513-0809 Japan

The 1854 Iga-Ueno Earthquake is well-known by serious damage at Iga legion in west Japan. Iga-Ueno Castle 
suffered serious damage by the quake. According to the intensive study through the historical documents at that 
age, it was understood that quake caused various phenomena such as landslide, landslip, cracks in the ground, and 
liquefaction in addition to strong shaking. It suggests the possibility that landslip and so on increased the damage. 
The damage inside the castle was more severe than outside the castle. 
Keywords: Iga-Ueno Earthquake, Iga-Ueno Castle, Historical documents, Landslip, Liquefaction. 
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Fig.1 Topographical map around Iga-Ueno Castle.
Location:Ueno-marunouchi,Iga,Mie.

Fig.2 Figure of placement of Iga-Ueno Castle.
drawing the figure on the map based on Fig.4 and Fig.5 by author.
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Fig.3 Official record about Ansei Iga-Ueno 
Earthquake”.

(owned by Iga City Ueno Libra y.)
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Fig.4 Illustrated map of the damage situation at Iga-Ueno castle town (map of the castle town).
(owned by Mr. Akihiko Okamori, Iga City.)

adding an azimuth mark by author; the same shall apply hereinafter.

Fig.5 Illustrated map of the damage situation at Iga-Ueno castle town (map of the castle).
(owned by Mr. Akihiko Okamori, Iga City.)
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Fig.6 E velope belong to map of the 
damage situation at Iga-Ueno castle town.
(owned by Mr. Akihiko Okamori,Iga City.)

Fig.7 Letter belong to the map of the damage 
situation at Iga-Ueno castle town.

(owned by Mr. Akihiko Okamori, Iga City.)
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Fig.8 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town. (overlaying of Fig.4 & Fig.5.)
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Fig.9 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.4).(around the 

residence of Sadakichi Ikai).
(The map of Fig.4 is traced by author.)
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Fig.10 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5) (around the 

residence of Denuemon Kaizu).
(The map of Fig.5 is traced by author.)
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Fig.11 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5).

(The map of Fig.5 is enlarged to focus on an area 
with the West Main Gate (Nishi-Oote-Mon).)

Fig.12 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5).

(The map of Fig.5 is enlarged to focus on an area with 
the East Main Gate (Higashi-Oote-Mon).)

Fig.13 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5).

(The map of Fig.5 is enlarged to focus on the 
southwest corner of the castle.)
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Fig.14 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5).

(The map of Fig.5 is enlarged to focus on an area with 
the centre of a castle (Honmaru).)

Fig.15 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5)..

(The map of Fig.5 is enlarged to focus on the 
northwest area of the castle.)
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Fig.16 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5).

(The map of Fig.5 is enlarged to focus on the large 
lawn area (Ougi-No-Shiba).)

White lines indicate the crack in the ground.

Fig.17 Illustrated map of the damage situation at 
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.5).

(The map of Fig.16 is enlarged to focus on the white 
lines which indicate the crack in the ground.)
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Table 2 The rates of damaged houses, and the rates are 
classified three; completely destroyed (zenkai), 

partially destroyed (hankai), and seriously damaged 
(taiha).

Fig 18 Illustrated map of the damage situation at Iga-Ueno castle town (residential area for samurais (officers of 
Iga-Ueno Castle).)

(The map of Fig.5 is traced by author.)
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Fig.19 Illustrated map 
Iga-Ueno Castle.

(owned by Iga Cultural Industry Association.)
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Fig.20 Illustrated map of t Iga-Ueno Castle
Iga-Ueno castle town (part of Fig.19).

(The map of Fig.19 is enlarged to focus on the 
northwest area of the castle.)
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Table 1 List of damage to Iga-Ueno Castle by the 1854 Iga-Ueno Earthquake.
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