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About the activity of the Jodo sect in the Mino-Owari earthquake in 1891

Yutaka HASEGAWA

Otani University, a part-time teacher, Koyama-kamifusa-cho, Kita-ku,
Kyoto, 603-8143, Japan
The Tohoku earthquake and tsunami (2011) interested Japanese scholars of religions in activity and its meanings of

religious organizations in disasters. However, historical studies of their actual activity and its forming in Japan are

insufficient. Therefore, the author examined the activity of the Jodo sect in the Mino-Owari earthquake (1891), as the origin

of their activity. In this disaster, the sect had done mainly two activities. One was appealing and collecting voluntary

contributions for victims. The other was performing memorial services in the stricken area and the other areas for killed

persons in the disaster. And these services had been mixed with appealing and collecting contributions. In conclusion, the

former case shows the solidarity of the people in the new nation-state and the presentation of the Jodo sect's social

importance in the modern nation. And the latter indicates that activity of the Buddhism sects had promoted the formation of

nongovernmental disaster relief in modern Japan.
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Table 1. Activity of the Buddhism sects in the Mino-Owari earthquake.
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Table 2. Voluntary contributions by Chion-in temple (Kyoto).
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Table 3. the distribution of voluntary contributions by the Jodo-kyoho-sha.
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