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A study on the construction background and arrangement change
of the “Jishin-goten” in Kyoto Imperial Palace

Miki HAMANO

Ritsumeikan University, Graduate School of Letters
18, Hiranokamiyanagi-cho, Kita-ku, Kyoto-city, Kyoto, 603-8355 Japan

"Jishin-goten" is a facilities in Imperial Palace for the Emperor to evacuate in case of a large earthquake. This study aims at
examining the opportunities for its construction and the background of the placement change. As an opportunity for
construction, there were two elements in the 1662 Kanbun earthquake. It is aftershocks were long-term and frequent and the
evacuation behavior of the Emperor during the earthquake was influenced by rainy weather. In the background of placement
change, there was a 1788 Tenmei Great Fire and an arrangement of the Obunko. The Obunko is a warehouse that holds books
and ducuments in the garden of the Imperial Palace. "Jishin-goten" was arranged independently in the garden at the time
Kansei period reconstruction of the Imperial Palace or after 1809. The Tenmei Great Fire burned the Imperial Palace and It
was carried out Kansei period reconstruction of the Imperial Palace. However, as the majority of the Imperial Palace was
burned down, the Obunko escaped burnt down. The Obunko is a warehouse that holds books and documents in the garden of
the Imperial Palace. From the rise in fire prevention consciousness by Tenmei Great Fire, it followed the arrangement of the
Obunko that escaped fire and changed to an arrangement independent from the main stables.

Keywords: Kyoto Imperial Palace, 1662 Kanbun earthquake, 1788 Tenmei Great Fire
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