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Falsified and fabricated photos of Great Kanto Earthquake
Kiyoshi NUMATA
Photo data section of Kyodo News Service,1-7-1 Higashi-Shimbashi,Minato-ku,
Tokyo 105-7201 Japan

Photographic records of the 1923 Great Kanto Earthquake contain numbers of erroneous captions and reversed

images, according to my seven-year research. But what we cannot ignore are the falsifications and fabrications, as

observed in many postcards. Among the most common forgeries are smoke from fires and thunderheads triggered

by fires after the earthquake. A prime example is a fabricated photo of the former Imperial Army Clothing Depot

in Tokyo’s Honjo district, where 38,000 people died, moments before the disaster. This is in reality is a fabricated

photo in which the right-side background of a panoramic photo of evacuees in the Palace Plaza was redrawn and

which described the location as the depot. I feel deeply concerned because these fabricated photos have been

widely circulated even 95 years after the earthquake. As a photo editor, I would like to remind scholars of the

history of natural disasters about these falsified and fabricated photos.
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Fig.1 The photo of thunderheads over Tokyo city
triggered by fires after the earthquake taken by
Sadamaro Iwai at Nishiokubo of Tokyo at 4 pm on
Sept. 1 in 1923.
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Fig.2 Miyako-simbun on Sept. 24 in 1923
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carried the photo of thunderheads taken by
Sadamaro Iwai
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Fig.3 The house taken in the Iwai’s photo was the
office building of Kibosha in Nishiokubo( a
postcard)
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Fig.4 The photo carried by The Social Affairs of

The Home Ministry. The caption mistook
Nihon-Yusen Building(left) for Kaijo Building.
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Fig.5(left), Fig.6(right) The photo of broken-off
Ryounkaku,12storied tower in Asakusa. The left is
reversed image, the right is correct one
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Fig.7(upper),8(lower) The upper image of the page is
devastated Nihombashi(it is wrong, Kyobashi is correct),
The lower image of the page is an aerial view of Misakicho,
Suidobashi, and Hongo area in Tokyo City.

Fig.7 is reversed image , Fig.8 is correct one.
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Fig.9 A panorama of the thousands of evacuees in the Imperial Palace Plaza taken by Hochi-Shimbun on Sept.1
or 2 in 1923(by courtesy of Tokyo Memorial Hall)
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Fig.10 The right part of Fig.9 IIR&E

Fig.11 A postcard that was fabricated from Fig.10
and labelled as the former Imperial Army Clothing
Depot (Hifukushoato) just before the disaster
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Fig.12 Another postcard that was fabricated from just before the disaster ,carried on the official report
the Fig10 (by courtesy of Mr. ShuichiroTanabe) of Central Meteorological Observatory
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Fig.14 Crowd of evacuees in front of Ueno Station.  Fig.15 A fabricated postcard from the image of Fig.14.
The house with dome roof in the right rear is the It is labelled as Hihukushoato in Honjo

Shitaya ward office.
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MHEIVEY, IR L THRVIAATEL D blazing up after the Earthquake

Fig.16 Crowd of evacuees in front of Ueno Station.
Smoke at the backdrop is collaged image. It was
cut out from the photo of Fig.17 and reversed.
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Fig.18 On Sept.18 in 1923 Regent Hirohito making
the round in Ginza street. The street light was collaged

to emphasize that it’s Ginza.
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Fig.19 Thunderheads over Tokyo city on Sept. 1 taken
by Koyo Okada(owned by Tokyo Metropolitan
Archives)
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Fig.20 A composite photo of thunderheads(Fig.19) on
Sept.1 and the tower of observing wind-force at
Central Meteorological Observatory in Tokyo.
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Fig.21 Close up of Fig.20. A meteorological
equipment is floating in the air, that shows this is a

composite photo.
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Fig.22 A composite photo of broken-off Ryounkaku
tower in Asakusa and thunderheads.
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Fig23 The scene of Hibiya intersection just after the
Earth Quake. The street on the right in the back

leads to Sukiyabashi
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Fig24 Falsified photo of Hibiya intersection. The
smoke at the backdrop is cut out from Fig.25 and

collaged through darkroom works to emphasize the
smoke. (by courtesy of Tokyo Memorial Hall)
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Fig.25 Blazing office of Tokyo Dento inYurakucho
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Fig.26 Devastated Hibiya intersection. The
restaurant Koraku was collapsed and a streetcar got
stuck. On the left in the back located Hibiya Park.
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Fig.27 The smoke at the backdrop was cut out from
the photo of Fig.17, and collaged on Fig.26 .

(by courtesy of Tokyo Memorial Hall)
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Fig.28 The photo labelled as refugees at Hihukushoato
just before the disaster, carried on the official report of
the Central Meteorological Observatory.

-112 -

DN /L BTy 2O EF 5y ai R 3
FEASDNITH R D A ZFEVE DIFS L LT, 1B
FORNIH LB DI AT~ Mk Tu-Lid
LTCWA.LNLZOFEED IR THL. FoT
WAHD MBS B BT O IR IR 1 5/ NI A N &5 5
T2V B LAY THIUE, IR E ST O R
X, g OARILE,E DI THE R B L,
FEHAZMICHE O FLECTRENERIN T
THEWNI TR, WERICR SN T EFH D&
RSWOEIFL TR,

4.3 HEREOTEIRKEL]

1973 FH , EROBKCIXEFOHHER EHIF
(X, /NI B B RR RN =F A AL (1973) T V.
NGB DFATE N ZETE L=, A

BOWEECHEESN 2 DB E(K 13, 28)
BIOVEZAICLTC,EDH 6 w=IAFTRREE - =7
INT4 DI | IRD IR L. 722 L E T
FEZ— bR L TR0,

— Y, P RAR B IS A E R ARt L7
BEZFEDE =0O&EOPIC, AaWe “EDOEE
DERIDHILTND. UL, FHERTRE LIS
AUTWZRNAS B F O L Z 5 18 71 O 4% IR R 0 5 5
ROTHD.

FED—DODFEEIZIX, W J;é’é%k%bﬂ%ﬁm]\
= BRI SN CTWA TR RO I CTHLENIC
7k75§?5£0,?7§r’m%élfotof:’)ﬁﬂifﬁ%’&ﬁ%ﬁfb‘é.@
[ D/ R, BB IR A AT FIIRE D e -
TWDD A =B DB, 2RI PTI R T X
T B HEDRE N —FRITFENATNA.

D BEEA BICUT-FAMT, B E fo
KUT-.

OB EITIX AR IR B NS B O — i) &
LC LA — Btk RFERE LA RS0,

BEIZIE, NEFITHB VAN IR ST
WD fif e R & Sl LT KN DSRERTIZ 80,2 D
BRICHE ANE S LV EDD ZENTND LEERE
AENET 2 I L2, Z D T TN A DA lE T CTA-o
TW5%.

TN EN ST BT TR E DD ED 4,
FHEGESANSVIC LK T-b RN BRI A5,
T BEORENIZIY 5 4 DBEEEF DREBIL TN =2 e
OEZ T, A D NP WTEHRIZR D0, %
Ot RS B, K\ B, F M N EONA T T b 72
MO ALHEDSHIL 72V IRBE TH - T= DT —

LU EE N IEL AL C,ZoiEiT kv 7z
7272l ERNE 2006 FEAZFEE LA, FHEEH-
S Ay ey e = ARVAS AN

R DHDE

4.4 AHBROMRIZIZMBELERAE L]
1990 4F #hkE HARFEAT DA FHEARF A R D F:



ERBHEISTRIINEEE TV M RIAAEIT L
ﬁﬁppﬁw_ﬂx%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ%f%é HEPEEPx Y 7 g
DY, LS AT EDIFEITS ML TWAH, RIS

Ob\“(%lfﬁfﬂa% AR

MEOBEE IR — KR ThHT—EE /7D 2 D
BIINEZ B/ L TWD. 7 —DOFBHIET DN~
BEEERDIEAR 0 AKE M 7 & e ) IR R &
LW DOTEEEILE 2RV /7T AR
fREE (~~) BERTOBEHE R ) L7025 T BB
IZHETHD.2 BT A— VRN TSI TV
NEE L EBOLDPRA LTI ERM D707
HINN?

ZD%,ZOEEENLOG|H RIS <, Ik
EEEZHL TS,

4.5 \HMTH IR K&

BEE TN H I LT D K E O ST BT
%3 Dr. Gennifer Weisenfeld ®[Tmaging Disaster]
[University —of California Press(2012)](FRFR I BE B
REK OGS I[F L4E2016) NTAFHOFEEHND
RIED 2 Badsi L, A Uk A CLES72. L,
BRI E LT=b D3 AV F /LT HDONELTZD0
FIEYEERENLTODER T 2017 FENn, /T
v HEEERZ CEBR RIS BTN,
s,

4.6 {LF RIREWEE D BR
2015 A 10 H LA B AE THRER/RL TUVVE
M EFE VDAV LIERL B <iEsn.

§ 5.80YIC

THERICESERTEOFE TR TEZDOIR, 7
TUVAIRIZE ARV &, S A LRED S ST MR E
LTIVEZAIZESNDR G BRCNBEE ORITYL, 5
HOWBHIZEL TILLb e,

AV O E EAL &, W E R A, DR NI 77l
AR TS L.4 R HIZTELZLIL,FRY
DOEGHAWHE DT ETEEHED.

2023 FITIFBARKER O HEFEEHZ 5.8
M- 7L E DR EFTLFC M, B EN LT
*ﬁé%%zn Pr o OFLF, 5w S FEEHD, 5 H T EITH

BEWSCEENHST=O TN EIZH L7 TL ).

LT FHREWHIA L BB 3 b2k, 2
MUCREDDTIX A ). Rt 725 HT 254 135E
DIABRE R DHZ LR T HZEN KU,

B 72 A [E O 18 B AR OIS AR R SR

-113-

R T= DI ERRIEHE DGR IER & TH

ARLUTHEEYEL TWD.

o

B4 A OFE B B AR A AT L.
HLES .

FHEBOME LT OMEE 52 TR
SUCRBR R 22 I 95 TP, RS 8 SO
= Gt B IS — E A R 5

X R

£ FEEUTS  ARAT R 92,1990, 4% 1323 & 358D B R E
K ER, T RAFEEDOHFRK,35

A FEOT - ARAT AR F2,1990, 43 13 23 X 23585 B UK R
S5 R, 13,88

AATBATE, 1925, B TR S ®EF 55 (%) K
SEHERVE RFIC BN 7= B 2 217

fi] FEI AL RS, 1923, HURURF R S8 B =i (1923)

AT, 1925, KIE KRk 556,521

V=T 74?/7::/1/]\,2016,[535ﬁj(%ﬁ2@3@
%), 7 L4t

Gennifer Weisenfeld, 2012, Imaging Disaster,
University Califronia Press

I 36 4, 1977, 17 36 52 80 4 - H ‘:Péizf'ﬁﬁ%%,?ﬂ 39

o e 55 556 22 5%,2006,1923 B AR B K
#,134-135

HURH H,1923,10 H 4 H DA

NFEE 22 53,1926, KIEE S G G Eibk, 14

oS B —BR,1973, B B K B K — Z D FEAH LR S
AT 3%, 1k 1L P P R
JIJLF T = 1967, IEF 245 ) & FE

JEUHH =R, 1923, B Fmi K= KB Bre 691

FERIFIDE S, 1924, BE B E KR A 5 — 5 G,
Tg% =,

SRANHTR, 1923, K IE K E K G Hbk,

FARHTR, 1923, AL EZ2DIRE

HEAME, 1924, SR ES 5 i, IR

F G B, 1949, B8 BURGE K DR [T, 1B B I 851

AR 196—197
ERTIE, 1973, B R E 58, U= /K





