JRE o i1
55345(2019) 201-204

[ ] BA ROR TR S TP IO SRl D R
— A AT — 5 SRR TR T

Aftermath of collapsed building of Nosawa at Nihombashi of Tokyo in the Great Kanto Earthquake
Kiyoshi NUMATA

Photo Data section, Kyodo news Service, 1-7-1 Higashi Shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, 105-7201 Japan

Trading house Nosawa & Co. Ltd.'s five-story brick building in Tokyo's Nihombashi district collapsed in the
1923 Great Kanto Earthquake, burying dozens of people alive. A signboard calling for rescue efforts was erected
on the spot, and the Asahi Shimbun carried a photo of the scene. However there was no follow-up to the reportage,
and experts in the history of Japanese disasters did not know about its aftermath. It was found recently that
passers-by joined police and Nosawa employees in rescuing survivors and retrieving the bodies of the dead before
a fire engulfed the building at night.
Keywords: Nosawagumi, collapsed, Nihombashi, the Great Kanto Earthquake.
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Fig. 2 Five- story brick
building of Nosawa in
Nihombashi (from One
Hundred History of
Nosawa-gumi)
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Fig. 3 Picture of collapsed building in which
employees are buried alive, that Rekisishasin picture
magazine carried on Sept. in 1923
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Fig. 4 The panorama picture of collapsed building in
Nihombashi taken by Koyo Okada
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