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Observation Point of Earthquake Records in Todai-ki: In Case of the 9th Year of Keicho (mostly 1604)

Katsuhiko ISHIBASHI
Emeritus Professor, Kobe University

Todai-ki is a useful historical earthquake document in Japan for the period from the late 16th to the early 17th centuries, when

contemporary records are scarce. However, it is a compiled document, and its compiler and the date of completion are

unknown. The felt point of its earthquake records has neither been identified yet. For example, concerning its description of

the 1605 Keicho great tsunami earthquake there is a debate whether the felt point which Todai-ki mentions is Kyoto or not. In

this study, as the first trial to investigate the “observation point” of Todai-ki’s records on natural phenomena such as weathers,

earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and so on, I compared all the weather records in Todai-ki with those in seven diaries written

in Kyoto for the 9th year of Keicho when the 1605 Keicho great tsunami occurred. As a result, the weather records in 7odai-

ki are considered to have been made at a little distant place from Kyoto. Based on the records in Todai-ki in the snow season,

I infer that the observation was made in a bit more snowy place than Kyoto, e.g., the present Aichi Prefecture area.

Keywords: Todai-ki, Historical Earthquake Document, Diaries, Keicho Earthquake and Tsunami.
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Table 1. Comparison of all the weather records in Todai-ki with those in dairies written in Kyoto for the 9th year of Keicho.
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