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Tsunami heights of the Meiji Sanriku Earthquake are reported on the Sanriku coast and a part of Hokkaido coast. 
“Tohoku Nippo” (newspaper) and “Miyagi-ken-kaisho-shi” reported damage and tsunami inundation depths of the 
Meiji Sanriku Earthquake in Watari County (present Watari and Yamamoto Towns), located southern end of 
Miyagi Prefecture, apart south from Sanriku Coast. Relatively high (up to 5.3 T.P. m) tsunami heights are 
estimated at Isohama in the present Yamamoto Town based on the tsunami descriptions in “Tohoku Nippo”. 
Keywords: The 1896 Meiji Sanriku Earthquake Tsunami, Miyagi Prefecture, Watari Town, Yamamoto Town. 
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Fig.1 Tsunami trace points of Meiji Sanriku Earthquake 
(Iwabuchi et.al, 2012, trace data is received in September 
24th, 2019.). 
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Fig.2 Location of Watari County and  
Arahama Village, Yamashita Village and 
Sakamoto Village. Boundaries of county 
and villages are got from Topographic 
Maps of Meiji era. A rectangle drawn on 
the figure shows the extent of Fig.3. 
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4(a)  
Fig.3 Geographical features of Yamashita Village 
and Sakamoto Village and the location of Isohama, 
Nakahama and Suka Coast shown on the 
Topographic Map of Meiji era(published in 1911 
by Geospatial Information Authority of Japan). A 
rectangle drawn on the figure shows the extent of 
Fig.4(a). 

- 65 -



 

(a) 

Extent of Fig.4 (b) 

(b) 

 

0.8  3.3 

2 

5.3 

0.2  2.7 4.7 
 

0.4  2.9 4.9 

0.4  2.9 4.9 

  0.2 0.7 2.7 

  0.1 2.1 

0.1  2.6 4.6 

  0.3 2.3 

 

- 66 -


