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A Catalog of All the Documents on the 1605 Keicho Earthquake and Tsunami
Printed in the Collections of Historical Earthquake Materials
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Almost all of Japan’s known historical documents on earthquakes have been transcribed into 33 volumes of the Collections
of Historical Earthquake Materials. However, the Collections contain a mixture of reliable and unreliable documents, and
explanations of documents are insufficient. Therefore, it is necessary to prepare a catalog of all the documents contained in
the Collections in order to help researchers utilize the Collections properly and efficiently. In this paper I made a catalog of all
the documents on the 1605 Keicho earthquake, which produced large tsunamis on the Pacific coast of central and
southwest Japan. I examined all the historical documents on this event printed in the Collections adding nine unpublished
ones, and prepared a table of all the documents with bibliographical information, rank suggesting the reliability, place of
mention, and other comments for each of them. The number of documents is 100 in all. The number of rank A and A’
documents (contemporary and semi-contemporary) is only 11 among 100, and 40 documents have been ranked as D, which
are modern materials describing the 1605 event not based on historical records and cannot be regarded as historical documents.
This result shows again the problem with the existing Collections. The investigation of the 1605 Keicho event, which is very
important for elucidating the recurrence pattern of the great Nankai trough earthquakes, should be done based mainly on the
rank A and A’ documents through strict historical source criticism.

Keywords: Collections of Historical Earthquake Materials, Catalog of Historical Documents, 1605 Keicho Earthquake
and Tsunami, Rank of Historical Document.
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