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Analysis for the record about the 1946 Nankai Earthquake of a small village 

under the GHQ Occupation 

Itoko KITAHARA 

Yokohama, Kanagawa, Japan 

This paper critically reviews materials reporting the 1946 Nankai Earthquake. Among them, "Showa no Tsunami 
(The Nankai Earthquake)" published by a small village, Shinjo, in Wakayama prefecture following the villagers' 
suggestion shows a clear contrast between the social situation in 1946 under the GHQ occupation and that of the 
1944 Tonankai Earthquake in the middle of WWII. Governmental archives opened in 2015 provide another set of 
useful information about the 1946 Earthquake. The effectiveness of the governmental measures for the 1946 
earthquake is extensively examined. 
Keywords: the 1944 Tonankai Earthquake, the 1946 Nankai Earthquake, Shin o-village in Wakayama prefecture, 

Showa no Tsunami , the GHQ occupation. 
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