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Tracing footprints on reconnaissance reports of the 1925 Kita-Tajima earthquake
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In the previous papers of investigating footprints on the reports for the 1944 Tonankai and the 1943 Tottori
earthquakes, we traced the footprints of disaster investigation group and revealed that field surveys were performed
quickly and densely in spite of many restrictions under the severe situations during Second World War. In this paper,
the 1925 Kita-Tajima earthquake is focused. This event attacked northern Hyogo prefecture and caused 428 human
losses, 1295 buildings collapsed and 2180 houses burned down. This earthquake occurred at only one year and 8
months after the 1923 Kanto earthquake and many researchers paid great attention to this event. Reconnaissance
reports and scientific papers on this event were issued quickly. These documents at that time are gathered and
footprints are extracted and listed. In the affected area, there was Toyooka local meteorological observatory and
immediate inspections in the same day were done in cooperation with Kobe observatory. The next day Kyoto
Imperial University sent a scout team in order to plan for full scale inspections and two days later, three parties
including students were dispatched. Tokyo Imperial University also sent many researchers from various fields of
science and engineering. Many students were joined to the investigation for earthquake fires in Toyooka town.
Professor Nakamura from Tohoku Imperial University was also visiting the area by himself for two weeks. The
coverages of surveyed area by these groups and detailed footprints were discussed.
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Table 1. Damage statistics due to the 1925 Kita—
Tajima earthquake [after Usami et al. (2013) ]
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Fig.1 Damage distribution due to the 1925 Kita—
Tajima earthquake [after Usami et al. (2013) ].
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Fig.2 Traffic routes to the affected area.
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Table 2. List of reconnaissance reports by authors
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Fig.3 Route map showing Kobe Meteorological Observatory team’s field survey.
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Fig.8 Route map showing Tohoku Imperial University team’s field survey.
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Table 3. Comparison of itineraries among field surveys
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