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Missionary Henry B. Schwartz’s Memoirs of the 1896 Rikuu Earthquake
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Hiroshi KAGAMI

Ishikari, 061-3214 Japan

The 1896 Rikuu earthquake, an inland earthquake that caused damage to the Iwate and Akita prefectures, was one of the
biggest events after the 1891 Nobi earthquake and many field surveys were performed and reported.  The authors conducted
literature surveys on this earthquake through these reports, administrative documents, newspaper articles, local historical
materials and personal documents such as travelogues. This paper focuses on the earthquake observations left by H.B.
Schwartz, a foreign missionary, which was listed in the “Newly Acquired Japanese Earthquake Historical Materials” edited
by the Earthquake Research Institute, the University of Tokyo. H.B. Schwartz’s memoirs of the 1896 Rikuu Earthquake
was found in a book titled “In Togo’s Country” published in 1908 and the Japanese translation of the book was published in
1984. In this paper, the authors investigated these memoirs of travelling to the affected area, based on the both editions of
original and Japanese. He had been appointed in 1894 as head of the Hirosaki Church and two years later he had a chance
to visit disaster area of this earthquake. He started to the affected area just 10 days later and it took 3 days to Akita city with
arickshaw. During the way from Akita city to the affected area, he watched the scenery, comparing it to his native America.
In the affected area he visited several villages and his report is meticulous and accurately characterizes the disaster.  With his
description, we can trace and learn the feature of disasters through foreigner’s eye. The authors are going to look for such
unknown documents written by foreigner expanding to other earthquakes.

Keywords: 1896 Rikuu Earthquake, Reconnaissance reports, Literature survey, Foreigner’s memories
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Fig4. Affected area and Vlslted towns and villages.
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