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On the colored sketches of the fire after the 1855 Ansei-Edo Earthquake
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There are two versions of colored sketches of the fire caused by the 1855 Ansei-Edo Earthquake. One is the version
owned by the Tokyo Metropolitan Library. In the course of our detailed examination of the fire points in the other
paper, we returned these drawings to their original state before they were bound to a book, one sheet at a time. This
made the position of the direction written on each sheet consistent with the contents of each drawing. We believe
that the date written in the last sheet indicates the completion of the sketches. The eight sketches were completed
one month after the earthquake. The other version in the Edo-Tokyo Museum collection is considered to have been
created based on the above, with the intention of publishing after a few years. They sorted sketches in anti-clockwise
direction, added not only some texts, but also slightly gorgeous adaptations in the depiction of flames and some
famous architectural structures, intending to sell it to residents outside of Edo city. The comparison of these sketches,
which are non-literary historical documents, with our detailed map of the burned areas, is enabled reconstruction of
the earthquake fires in the early modern period.
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Fig.1. Location of the burned areas [Nakamura et al.(2023)] and directions of eight colored sketches shown in

Fig. A1~AS8.
The red star is Gesshin’s home. Solid lines indicate the directional range depicted in each sketch. Alphabets (a~s)

indicate each burned area corresponding to 19 fire blazes in Table 1.
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Appendix Texts in Fig. A1-A8 (Words written in sketches of the Tokyo Metropolitan Library Collection).
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