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Tracing footprints on reconnaissance reports of the 1930 Kita-Izu earthquake 
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The authors have investigated disasters features reflecting historical background at those times tracing reconnaissance 
footprints of damaging earthquakes.  In the previous papers, the 1925 Kita-Tajima and 1927 Kita-Tango earthquakes in Kinki 
district, followed to the 1923 Kanto earthquake, were surveyed from the reports and related scientific papers issued by various 
institutions and researchers.  In this paper, the 1930 Kita-Izu earthquake occurred following to these events was picked up. 
This earthquake hit Izu district near Tokyo and caused damage in both Shizuoka and Kanagawa prefectures.  Significant 
surface faults were appeared like in Kita-Tango event and main concerns were focused to these faults.  Many institutions of 
the central and local meteorological observatories and universities both from Tokyo and Kinki districts dispatched field survey 
teams.  Reconnaissance reports and scientific papers on this event were gathered.  Many reports were issued in quickly and 
footprints of field investigations were able to trace.  Surveyed places and routes were traced and shown on maps. 
Comparison among the cases of three earthquakes of 1925 Kita-Tajima, 1927 Kita- Tango and 1930 Kita-Izu earthquakes are 
listed and discussed.  In the case of the Kita-Izu earthquake, quick field surveys just after the occurrence were done by local 
meteorological observatories.  Main railroads from Tokyo and Osaka were interrupted but they were recovered quickly and 
repeated surveys by the teams from Tokyo and Osaka districts were done without no difficulties to reach to the affected areas. 
Keywords: 1930 Kita-Izu Earthquake, Reconnaissance reports, Literature survey, Tracing footprints. 
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Table 1. Damage statistics due to the 1930 Kita-Izu
earthquake [after Imamura (1931a) and abbreviated] 

 

 

Fig.1 Damage distribution map of dwelling houses 
[after Imamura (1931a) and abbreviated]. 
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Fig2 Route map to the affected area in 1930s. 
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Table 2. List of field surveys by S. Kunitomi, Central 
Meteorological Observatory
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Fig.3 Route map showing the Numazu Meteorological Observatory team’s first field survey. 
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Table 3. List of immediate field surveys by the Central 
Meteorological Observatory 

 

Fig.4 Route map showing the Kunitomi and Hayata, Central Meteorological Observatory team’s first field survey
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Fig.5 Identified damage from aircraft. 
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Fig.6 Route map showing the Ocean Meteorological Observatory team’s field survey. 
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Table 4. Itineraries of immediate surveys by meteorological observatories 
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Table 5. Itineraries of surveys by Tanaka  
[after Maruyama (2021)] 
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Table 6. Comparison among three earthquakes of 1925 Kita-Tajima 1927 Kita-tango and 1930 Kita-Izu 
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Appendix: List of reconnaissance reports by authors 
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