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This paper reexamines the way of earthquake prediction the Earthquake Investigation Committee had investigated by 
focusing on the participation of physicists in the survey projects. Seismology, requested by the Earthquake Disaster Prevention 
Investigation Committee, is to elucidate the mechanism of earthquakes by exploring the earth's crust using wave dynamics 
and physical methods. The earthquake prediction aimed at by the Earthquake Investigation Committee was thought to be 
possible by its seismology. In addition, physicists actively participated in the tasks related to the observation of the velocity 
of seismic waves, geomagnetism, subsurface temperature, gravitational distribution, and latitude change among the survey 
projects. It can be interpreted that the Earthquake Investigation Committee selected such international scientific themes as 
tasks for predicting earthquakes in local areas of Japan. This suggests that physicists, as well as seismologists, are actively 
positioned as ones of active participants in the Earthquake Investigation Committee and as leaders in earthquake disaster 
studies in modern Japan  
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Table 1. List of members at the time of the establishment of the Earthquake Investigation Committee (1893) 
 

 a b  
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a The members are ordered by year of birth and death. 
b Affiliation when they joined the Earthquake Investigation Committee 
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Table 2.  The survey projects of the Earthquake Investigation Committee 
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a The table is a partial summary of the survey items and their explanations in the "Outline of the Survey Projects 
of the Earthquake Investigation Committee " translated into modern language. 
Referred to the arrangement by Tomari’s analysis [ 2015  130 

671pp., 62-64.]  
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Figure 1. A Documental Material of the Earthquake Investigation Committee Contained in Hantaro Nagaoka 
Papers[ (Wo.7] 
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Figure 2. A Documental Material of the Earthquake Investigation Committee Contained in Hantaro Nagaoka 
Papers[ (Wo.63)] 
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