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Fires in the city of Edo by the Ansei Edo Earthquake in 1855 have been assumed to be originated from about three-dozen 
locations. In this paper, we were able to identify 65 fire origins as a result of detailed comparisons of information from three 
reliable historical documents, in addition to the information we had obtained from many other historical materials. Combined 
with five or more isolated burned areas whose origins of fires are not revealed in this study, there must be more than 70 fire 
origins after Ansei Edo earthquake. It has been believed that the earthquake caused little fire damage, because it did not occur 
during the cooking time, and the winds were light that night. However, we must not forget that this earthquake occurred at 
night of the winter season. Even it was November, the climate condition was colder than today. The earthquake occurred in 
the political capital in tense over the opening of the country. In such capital, a rather large number of feudal lords and citizens 
were active late into the night. They have overlooked that not only candles and oil lamps, but many braziers used for warmth 
caused many fires, after wooden houses collapsed on them. It should not be forgotten that behind the fact that the area burned 
down in this earthquake was only 1.5 km2, there were many efforts in initial fire extinguishing that were not defeated by 
collapsed houses at night. 
Keywords: Ansei Edo Earthquake, Fire in Edo city, Seismic Intensity, Fire origins 
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Table 1. 65 origins in 49 areas of fire 

 
Int. (2011)  

Multiple fire sources are indicated by Arabic numerals at the end." Int." column indicates seismic intensity from 
Nakamura and Matsu'ura (2011). 
 

1 d  
23

6
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No. Int. No. Int.

C-1 6.0 T-11 5.5 3  3

C-2 6.5 T-12 6.0 1  2

C-3 6.5 2 T-13 6.0 2

C-4 6.5 A-1 5.5

C-5 6.5 S-1 5.5 1

C-6 6.5 2 S-2 6.0 1

C-7 6.5 S-3 6.0 2

Cu-1 6.5 S-4 6.0 1

Cu-2 5.5 1 S-5 6.0 2

Cu-3 6.0 S-6 6.0 1

Cu-4 5.5 2  2 S-7 6.0 1

M-1 6.5 2 S-8 6.0 3 3

M-2 6.0 2 S-9 6.0 4

B-1 6.0 S-10 6.0 4

T-1 6.0 4  2 K-1 6.0 2  2

T-2 6.0 1 K-2 6.0 3  2

T-3 6.0 2  2 K-3 6.0 1  2

T-4 6.0 1 K-4 6.0 2

T-5 5.5 2 K-5 6.0 2

T-6 6.0 K-6 6.0

T-7 5.5 4 K-7 6.0 2

T-8 5.5 2  K-8 6.5  3

T-9 5.5 1 K-9 6.0 1 2  4

T-10 6.0 2 K-10 6.0 2

K-11 6.0 6

2
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Fig. 1. Map of burned areas (orange) and locations of fire origins (yellow stars) in Edo city after the earthquake. 
The ward-boundaries (brown single dotted lines), JR East railways (blue lines) and major stations (gray areas) are 
also shown on the background map of the present elevation topography. 
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Fig. 2. Fire in Shitaya region. Thick box: burned area. Closed circle: three origins of fire  

Ueno-Hirokoji square appears to prevent the fire from spreading to west. [Added to the traced map of d ] 
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Fig. 3 The burned areas in the inside of Okuruwa and 
Outer-Sakurada. Stars indicate locations of fire origins. 
The present Tokyo Station, railways, and ward 
boundaries are also shown. 
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Fig. 4. The detail of burned areas around the inside of Okuruwa and the outer area of Sakurada gate-1. 
Arrows indicate the direction of fire spread. Other legends are the same as Fig. 2. 
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Fig. 5. The detail of burned areas in the inside of Okuruwa and the outer area of Sakurada gate-2. 
The left continuation of Fig. 4. See captions of Fig. 4. 
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Fig. 6. The detail of burned areas around Ogawa-cho. See captions of Fig. 4. 
One fire origin point is added to the figure of d -p.236. 
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Fig. 7. Location of the salvation huts for victims [added to Kitahara 2004 ] 

Five were established near heavily damaged areas. Place names at that time are shown in blue characters. 
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2 11-13  
1917

9 1-65  
1979

274-279  
2004 2  1855

43-127  
2023 1855

38 51-62  
1970
7 1-6  

2014
-

- 22 11-21  
2005

1855
20 223-232  

2011 1855
26 33-64  

1997
 

1951
pp.757. 

1924
No.449 67-76  

1973 pp.85
 

1961
7 183-205  

1994 25 Japan 
Knowledge  

2008

14 125-150  
1985

2 pp.1931. 
1989

pp.992. 
1994

pp.1228. 
1996

   
32 24-26. 

2013  [599]
2012  

 
2  

Table 2. Differences among three copies of “Ansei Kasai Shoushitsu Zu.” 

 
* 2 1

1  
The underlined items are recommended to use. *Origins in S-4 and S-9 are missing, one in K-1 is excessive. The 
one outside the Kajibashi-gate is the misidentified of an insect hole as a fire origin. 
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Table A1. List of Historical Materials used in this study 

 
i ,  5 2,  1975 ,  ,   

In Vol. column, each archive volume of published historical materials is shown by Roman numerals as follows: i 
Musha (1951),  ERI(1985),  Sayama (1975),  ERI (1989), and  ERI (1994). 

Mark Name of materials Remarks Vol. Page

a 19 466-476

b 443
c  567-581
d 233-257
e 271
f   1081

g 477

h
 

 

807
810

i  76
j 1172
k 922
l  509

m 795-802

n 1080

o 771-772

p 659

q  689

r 599-613
s 58-61
t 1077
u  1089

v 546

w  1143
x 1716-1717
y 1021
z   332, 338

1166-1167

1997 88p

38
43
48

500-502
1401-1402
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Table A2. Information on each origin of fire in historical materials. 

 

No.
C-1 -235
C-2 -235
C-3 -235
C-4 -235
C-5 -235
C-6 -235

C-7
 

-1717

-252

 
-802

-253

 
-501

-254
  -501

* -255 -255

   -501
M-1   -501

 -501
 -580

B-1 -237
/ -501

-599

-25

-245
/ -501

-580
-245
-501
-240
-501
-242

-501

-242

 
-501

T-8 -242
-243

T-10

-239

T-12
-501

-580

-501

T-3

T-5

T-11

T-6

T-7

T-9

-570

T-2

-501

Cu-2

Cu-1

Cu-3

Cu-4

T-4

T-1

M-2
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Table A2 (continued) 

d 1  
Gothic indicates each historical document. In the last column, each archive volume of published historical 
materials and its page number are shown. i Musha (1951),  ERI (1985),  Sayama (1975). 

No.
-239
-501
-580
-241
-501
-247

-501

-246

-246
-248
-501

S-6 -501
-248

S-9 -248

-251

-501

-251
-501
-251
-501

K-4 -501
-250
-502
-250
-502
-249

-249
  -249

-502
   -249

K-10 -501
K-11 -501

K-9
-502

K-3

K-5

S-10

A-1

S-1

S-2

-501

-501

-501

S-3

T-13

-502

-501

K-1

K-2

S-7

S-8

S-4

S-5

K-6

K-7

K-8
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