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Physicist Aikitsu Tanakadate’s View of Earthquake Studies in
the Earthquake Investigation Committee
Fuuka HISHIKI

Graduate School of Language and Society, Hitotsubashi University,
2-1 Naka, Kunitachi, Tokyo, 186-8601 Japan

The purpose of this paper is to clarify physicist Aikitsu Tanakadate’s view of earthquake studies from his
activities of the Earthquake Investigation Committee. From an analysis of the contents of his speech in 1897, it
was clarified that he thought that earthquakes were caused by the distortion of the outer shell, or “crust,” caused
by the movement of the earth’s interior and that the mechanism would continue in the future, so it was necessary
to know when earthquakes would occur. He recognized that earthquakes would not stop for a while. In other
words, he recognized that the purpose of seismic research was to explore the possibility of ways to predict and
prevent earthquakes. Furthermore, by analyzing his notepad records and rough sketches, this paper showed that he
was highly motivated to conduct research activities by the Earthquake Investigation Committee and that this
motivation was thought to have arisen from his view of earthquake studies. In other words, the background to the
formation of his perception was his experience of earthquakes and conducting surveys in disaster-stricken areas.
Keywords: Aikitsu Tanakadate, The Earthquake Investigation Committee, Natural Disaster Studies in Modern
Japan, Earthquake Studies by Physicists.
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Table 1. List of notepads that Tanakadate records the investigation activities of the Earthquake Investigation
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Figure 1. Letter of resignation issued by the Earthquake Investigation Committee for

a field survey after the eruption of Komagatake in 1905.
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Figure 2. Recording and sketching of the experience of the earthquake.
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Figure 3. Sketches and notes about damaged buildings immediately after the earthquake
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